The subject which I venture to bring before thia meeting of the Hospitals Association certainly cannot claim the merit of novelty, indeed, it is " a tale oft told,'' and yet it is one of perennial interest, demanding the earnest attention of all ?who are in any way engaged in the work of providing for the medical necessities of the poorer classes of the metropolis.
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The special object which I have had in view in the preparation of this paper has been to lay before you some facts respecting the economic condition of the metropolitan popu 
